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This weekend is the 30th Sunday in ordinary Time. It is also Reformation Sunday for the 
Protestant denominations throughout the world. It is on this Sunday that we read the gospel about 
the greatest commandment. Love one another as I have loved you. 
 
500 years ago this coming Tuesday Martin Luther posted his 95 theses on the church door in 
Wittenberg Germany. Since then the Protestant Revolution has produced over 30,000 separate 
denominations. The disunity of Christians is a quandary and a scandal for us all. 
 
Luther had good reason to protest. There was great abuse in the church, especially regarding the 
sale of indulgences. Actually, there are always reasons to protest. When it comes to religion there 
is a perpetual wrangling for good or for bad. So what about the first and greatest commandment, 
love one another as I have loved you? 
 
Reform is always necessary, no matter who we are. We all need redemption. But in our attempt 
to solve our differences do we divide ourselves into opposing camps? Or is it the will of God that 
we love one another and work together? 
 
Let us take a modern-day example. My very good friend, Cardinal Burke and four other 
cardinals wrote a public challenge to Pope Francis regarding divorced and remarried Catholics 
receiving Holy Communion. The church has always taught that someone who is divorced and 
remarried outside the church may not receive Holy Communion. Pope Francis has suggested that 
we need to look at this more carefully. Cardinal Burke says that by doing this we confuse the 
people. The church always defends the integrity of marriage. But how do we do that in a 
compassionate way when there are impossible situations. The problem is that everybody with a 
troubled marriage thinks of their situation is impossible. 
 
In order to solve this controversy do we then go off and start our own church and write off the 
teaching and traditions of 2000 years? Of course not. 
 
Reformation Sunday should be embraced by all Catholics as well. Let us take this opportunity to 
work together in charity for an authentic proclamation of the kingdom of God. 
 
What has happened in the heat of controversy is that the authority of the church itself has been 
questioned and abandoned. But doesn’t it stand to reason that it was the will of God that a solid 
structure be established, a system of authority, by which a precise and consistent teaching of the 
gospel be carried out? Surely our Lord didn’t intend his teaching to be a free-for-all where 
everybody interpreted the Bible as they felt like. 



 
How can it possibly be the will of God that there would be 30,000 different denominations 
teaching different things? Because authority of the church is rejected, then the Eucharist, 
priesthood, the sacraments, the very interpretation of Scripture is left to the whim of any itinerant 
preacher. 
 
Let us love and treasure our Holy Catholic Church. What a treasure we have with monasticism, 
the Doctors of the Church, the Saints, all the institutions of learning, hospitals, missionaries, 
contemplatives, the Sacraments and the study and proclamation of the Holy Word of God. 
 


