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I don’t know of anybody that depends on the light of an oil lamp anymore. But I have a pretty 

good example that all of us can understand. Two years ago Deacon Mark and another priest and I 

went to the Fall Clergy Conference in La Crosse. We stayed at my family farm and so I was very 

intent on making sure that everything was prepared for them. I made sure there were clean sheets 

on the beds, that the water heater was on, and that there were plenty of things to eat and drink 

around the house. Besides all that, there were lots of interesting things to talk about at the 

conference. 

 

Trouble was, that with all these things spinning in my head, as we’re driving home, my car stopped. 

We had run out of gas. There we were, dead in the water, thankfully only about 5 miles out of 

Nekoosa. Deacon Mark’s wife Linda rescued us with the can of gas. 

 

Thank goodness for Linda and thank goodness for cell phones.  

 

The Scripture readings for this weekend, and for the rest of the month, are what we call apocalyptic 

readings. They have to do with the last days, the end of the world, and the end of our time here on 

earth. The readings are meant to wake us up and help us be prepared so that we do not run out of 

gas. The gas they’re talking about is the vitality of our spiritual life. The interior life of our soul 

needs to be taken care of and attended to. 

 

We are pretty good at planning for retirement, or planning for a career, or even planning ahead for 

what we are going to do for Thanksgiving. But what about retirement after retirement? And, for 

that matter, what about our own sense of meaning and purpose in life and the state of our own 

happiness and joy here and now? 

 

The gospel calls us to take our spiritual life seriously. It has eternal implications and it profoundly 

impacts on our here and now experience. How do you replenish your spiritual gas tank? Is prayer 

a part of your daily routine? What about the sacraments of the Eucharist and the Sacrament of 



Confession. Do you draw on these for spiritual replenishment? Do you study or read about your 

faith? Are good works a habitual part of your life? 

 

Spiritual nourishment has its way of instilling in us a wonderful resilience, strength, peace, and 

hope that can only come from God. A good thermometer, a good spiritual gas gauge, would be the 

level of joy that you experience in your life. If that joy is not there, your spiritual gas tank is low, 

and needs to be attended to. 

 

Another modern-day example that fits well here is the sad state of affairs in Puerto Rico right now. 

The electrical system in the entire country is dysfunctional. The hurricane was the straw that broke 

the camel’s back. The electrical system was installed under Pres. Roosevelt in 1941 as part of the 

New Deal. Since then, it has a history of neglect and corruption that leaves the whole country 

desperate. Puerto Rico is only a fifth of the size of Wisconsin and yet it has a $92 billion debt, 8 

billion of which is from the electrical system which doesn’t work. 

 

Neglect and corruption has left the country destitute. The result is a living hell. That is the state of 

the five foolish virgins. I had it easy to recover from my carelessness of not putting gas in my car. 

It is quite another matter when we neglect our own spiritual life. 


