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For the last few weeks the gospel has been following Jesus as he multiplied the 
loaves and fish and created a virtual hysteria as great crowds tried to chase him 
down. They hounded him, wanting, at times, only to touch the hem of his garment. 
But today all of that changes. It is decision time. The disciples are murmuring. There 
seems to be, all of a sudden, a great deal of discontent. 
 
I think that very well describes our church today. With all of the scandals and 
contradictions and questionable leadership at many levels we find ourselves 
murmuring. Then Jesus turns to his innermost circle and asked the 12 apostles, ‘do 
you want to leave?’ And Peter makes this powerful profession of faith. He says, 
‘Master, to whom shall we go?’ You have the words of eternal life. We have come 
to believe and are convinced that you are the Holy One of God.’ 
 
Later on, after our Lord’s crucifixion, there is the account in the Gospel of John of 
the disciples going back to Galilee. The other Gospels tell how they were locked in 
the upper room in Jerusalem for 40 days until Pentecost. But I suspect that some of 
them decided to get out of town and go home. They decided to go fishing. 
 
What would you do? Where would you go if you were under the gun? The Romans 
were on the lookout for the disciples. They were in great danger. Peter’s response to 
Jesus isn’t a question of where to go. It isn’t a matter of getting away from it all. It’s 
a matter of to whom shall we go. It seems that most bucket lists that I hear about 
involve a where or a what. But what really matters is the ‘who’. To whom shall we 
go? 
 
You have the words of everlasting life. What is truly amazing, I think, is that our 
Lord did not leave them. It is amazing with all the dysfunction in the church and 
with all humanity, why didn’t our Lord throw in the towel and just leave. That is 
what is amazing that not only did he not give up on us. Rather, he carried his cross 
to Calvary. That is amazing. 
 



Our God is so faithful to us. He is faithful to you. To whom will you turn? To whom 
will you be faithful? It is decision time. To whom shall we go? Students, school is 
starting and you have to make a decision. Are you going to embrace this new school 
year with all your heart and all your being? Are you going to seize the moment and 
be a new person filled with the life of God? Or, are you going to just mope around 
and make an appearance at school? I invite you, I urge you to decide to do whatever 
it takes to respond to the moment with a full heart! 
 
Of course, students, you are a center of our focus at this time of year. But the same 
dynamics are going on in the lives of each and every one of us, young and old. To 
whom shall we turn? Lord you have the words of everlasting life. 
 


