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I love pizza.  I could eat it every day and never get tired of it.  I love lemon meringue pie.  I probably 

couldn’t eat it every day, but I’d be willing to give it a shot.  I love driving fast.  If the interstate 

had a lane where you could pay a fee and drive as fast as you wanted, I’d pay up and let ‘er rip.  I 

love all sorts of things.  I love my family.  I love the Lord.  And I love serving Him as a deacon. 

 

In today’s Gospel, Jesus said, “I give you a new commandment: love one another.”  Love.  So if I 

tell my wife Pam, ‘I love you like Hawaiian pizza with extra mozzarella,’ that must be what He 

meant, right?  Obviously not.  The English language has just that one word – love – and it has so 

many meanings.  The love I have for pizza is definitely not the same kind of love I have for family, 

or for Jesus.  So what was Jesus talking about? 

 

The Greek language has four different words for love.  The lowest form of love, Eros is love based 

on the senses.  It has a certain self-centeredness to it.  It’s about one’s own pleasure, enjoyment 

or satisfaction.  It’s where I get my love of pizza.  The next kind of love is philia.  It’s a higher level 

of love, like the strong emotional bond you see in best friends.  It’s less selfish, more giving.  Then 

there’s storge, which is a familial love; the affectionate bond that develops naturally between 

parents and children, brothers and sisters.  It’s even more giving.  The highest form of love is 

called agape.  Agape is perfect love.  It’s not focused on self at all, but wills the good of the other 

person for the sake of the other person.  Hopefully, it’s the kind of love we see in our marriages.  

It is unconditional, sacrificial, and pure.  It’s the kind of immeasurable love God has for us; the 

love Jesus showed when He sacrificed Himself on the cross – not for Himself – but totally and 

completely for us. 

 

When Jesus said to love one another, he wasn’t talking about pleasure-focused love, or love 

between friends, or familial love.  He was talking about perfect, unselfish, sacrificial, pure love.  

Agape.  Jesus was telling us to love everybody with the same love that He has for all of us.  To be 

Him to others…all others.  And that can be difficult. 
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So many people today seem to abide by a philosophy that says “if you disagree with me or if you 

are different from me, I must be suspicious of you, avoid you, degrade you, even hate you.”  

Politics has become so acrimonious that families are being divided, split apart simply because 

people don’t see things from the same perspective.  All over the news you see people being 

ridiculed, shouted down, attacked, for what they believe or think, even for what they wear.  

Despite all this, we’re still called to agape love. 

 

It’s pretty easy to give agape love to people you want to love.  But the guy who pulls out in front 

of you and then does 40 in a 55?  Or the telemarketer who calls at dinner time every night?  Or 

an ex-spouse, boyfriend, or girlfriend?  Or the bully who shoves your child to the ground at 

school?  Or what about, as happened recently in Pennsylvania, the state representative who 

recorded himself for over 8 minutes berating a woman while she tried to pray the rosary outside 

an abortion clinic, calling her names and getting in her face?  What about them? 

 

Jesus said to love them.  Unconditionally.  The way He does.  How many of us can do that?  How 

many of us can love a person we might prefer to hate?  Or if not hate, maybe just dislike.  

Intensely.  Guilty as charged, by the way.  I’ll be the first to admit that I have a long way to go in 

loving others with the same kind of love Jesus has for me.  

 

Now just to be clear, loving others doesn’t mean that we have to become best friends.  We don’t 

even have to like a person to love them.  And love doesn’t mean that we should just accept 

everyone’s actions as good.  We aren’t showing love if we support an evil.  Parents know that 

sometimes the most loving thing you can say is “no,” because that’s what’s best for your children.  

But if you’ve said not to do something and they disobey and do it anyway, you don’t stop loving 

them.  You keep on loving them, and you try to correct their behavior.  That’s willing their good.  

That’s love.  Think of the scripture story of the woman caught in adultery.  Jesus didn’t say, “Hey, 

if that’s what you’re into, it’s good with me.”  He told her, “I do not condemn you.”  But then he 

said, “Go and sin no more.”  In saying that, He loved her, because He willed her good; what was 

in accordance with God’s law.  How many of us in that situation would have been among those 
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getting ready to cast a stone at her?  If a person’s actions are contrary to God’s law, we can and 

should want that behavior to be corrected, but not by grabbing a handful of stones.  By loving 

them.  By at least saying a prayer for them.  Not something like, “Lord, please let them crash into 

a tree for driving like an idiot,” because that’s not willing their good.  But something like, “Lord, 

may that person be in your heart and may your Spirit stir in theirs.” That’s showing love, because 

you’re willing the good of the other - to know and love the Lord.  So even if they don’t know it, 

even if they don’t appreciate it, even if they don’t want it, even if they tick you off, love them 

anyway. 

 

In the first reading the apostles exhorted the early Christians to persevere in their faith, saying, 

“It is necessary for us to undergo many hardships to enter the kingdom of God.”  Loving someone 

who is difficult to love can be a hardship, and we can all probably think of times when we fell 

short.  But Jesus commanded us to love as He loved; with perfect, unselfish, sacrificial, pure love.  

Agape love.  Fortunately, He didn’t just give us that command and leave us to figure it out for 

ourselves.  He showed us what agape love looks like, loving us even to the point of giving His life 

for us.  He gave us a Church, and through it the sacrament of His own Body and Blood.  The 

Eucharist nourishes us, strengthens us to endure hardships, and transforms us, so that partaking 

of Him, we might become like Him and be able to love like Him: “As I have loved you, so you also 

should love one another.” 

 


