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Welcome, each and every one. This is Memorial Day weekend and we are quickly 
approaching one of the greatest feast days of the year, the feast of Pentecost. There 
are graduations and all sorts of events. All of this goes to set this time apart as one 
of the most celebrated of the year. Come and soak in the sun and, in this church, let 
the word of God seep into your soul and fill you and invigorate you. 
 
As we approach Pentecost the Word of God speaks more and more about the Spirit. 
In the gospel today it says, “The advocate, the Holy Spirit, whom the father will send 
in my name, will teach you everything and remind you of all that I told you.”  
 
When we talk about the spirit, were talking about the energy within. Where do you 
get your drive and your passion? What is it that stirs your soul? What is it that makes 
you tick? On this Memorial Day we talk about the passion and dedication of soldiers, 
so great that some gave their lives. 
 
The origin, the source, of our life is God. We’re not just talking about the beating of 
our heart and our physical existence. When we talk about the spirit. We are talking 
about the deepest part of your being. What is going on inside you, deep down? It is 
the spirit of God working at that level of your life that stimulates and inspires you to 
greater things. It is the voice of God within. Much more than a voice. God is our 
initiator, our animator. 
 
When you are excited and passionate about something it is good to reflect on where 
that zeal and energy is coming from? By identifying the true source of our innermost 
life we are able better to nurture that life and make choices which will affirm and 
support God’s work in you. 
 
Take care not to be fooled by extraneous influences. If we buy a new car or go on a 
great vacation or win the lottery we might think that these transitory happenings are 
the cause of our joy. Set yourself up so that genuine, authentic joy, may increase and 
grow in your life. 
 



The word enthusiasm has its roots in the Greek language. Enthusiasm literally means 
to be filled with the life of God. 
 
The Holy Spirit is elusive and yet pervasive. It’s easy to ignore the spirit or to blow 
off the grace of God that is given you. It behooves us to listen attentively to the voice 
of God speaking in our soul. In the Scripture passage, John 3:8, it says, “The wind 
blows where it will, you hear the sound it makes but you do not know where it comes 
from or where it goes. So it is with everyone begotten of the spirit.” 
 
On this Memorial Day weekend and as we approach Pentecost, engage yourself with 
a full heart in all the celebrations. Go out all of your way to use this opportunity to 
reflect on the elements of your life. Seek to identify what it is that gives you life and 
what is it that takes it away? Anger, animosity, addictions sap away your spirit. 
Generosity, kindness, patience are examples of that which gives life. What you do 
and where you go and how you spend your time all influence the life of the spirit 
within. As you celebrate Memorial Day, prepare for Pentecost, and get ready for a 
wild ride. 
 
(I never heard Pentecost described as a wild ride, but it is.) 
 
 


