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All three readings today speak pretty directly about the same thing: following the Lord can mean 

suffering.  That can be uncomfortable for us to hear about, and even more uncomfortable to live.  We 

like the stories of Jesus’ love, compassion, and comfort; it’s easy for us to relate to those qualities.  But 

fire, conflict, and division?  We don’t like hearing about those things, and we’d much rather live our lives 

without having to deal with them.  But following the Lord isn’t always a walk in the park.  It can be 

demanding, and downright uncomfortable, as the prophet Jeremiah learned in the first reading. 

 

Jeremiah was a royal prophet, a member of King Zedekiah’s court.  On several occasions the Lord 

directed him to advise the king or the people; and pretty much every time he told them something, it 

wasn’t what they wanted to hear.  So they would have him beaten and imprisoned, only to learn later 

that he was right all along.  Leading up to today’s reading, the Lord directed Jeremiah to advise the king 

to avoid confronting the Chaldeans in battle because they would be routed and everyone who remained 

in the city would die.  He advised the king that rather than fight, he should go and surrender, in order to 

spare their lives.  For doing as the Lord told him, Jeremiah got thrown into the muddy cistern. 

 

Jesus did the same thing.  He did the will of the Father, proclaimed the truth, and was put to death for 

it.  Although there were plenty of opportunities for Him to find middle ground and avoid making waves, 

he never compromised the truth.  If the truth meant criticizing His apostles, that’s what He did.  If it 

meant overturning tables in the temple, that’s what He did.  If it meant calling the scribes and pharisees 

liars, hypocrites, and broods of vipers, that’s what he did.  And if it meant going to Jerusalem to be 

mocked, tried, beaten, and killed, then that’s what He did.  He never wavered from the truth. 

 

It’s in this context that Jesus said, “I have come to set the earth on fire…Do you think that I have come 

to establish peace on the earth?  No, I tell you, but rather division.  From now on a household of five will 

be divided, three against two and two against three; a father will be divided against his son and a son 

against his father, a mother against her daughter and a daughter against her mother, a mother-in-law 

against her daughter-in-law and a daughter-in-law against her mother-in-law.” 
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Now, Jesus isn’t telling us to go out and seek conflict with family members, or with friends, or with 

anybody else for that matter.  He definitely isn’t telling us to be deliberately hurtful or confrontational 

with people.  Because, although His truth is like a fire, let’s not forget about the fire of His love.  When 

we stand up for the faith, we must do so charitably, even when others aren’t charitable toward us.  But 

stand up for our faith we must.  We can’t fail to believe in and express our faith as disciples of Christ.  

We can’t be afraid of what other people might think of the truth.  We can’t be afraid of the division that 

the Gospel will bring.  If we are going to truly live our faith, then conflicts are going to happen.  It’s 

inevitable, especially in today’s increasingly pagan society. 

 

The Greek philosopher Plato, who lived around 350 years before the birth of Christ, said, “Strange times 

are these in which we live, when old and young are taught in falsehood’s school.  And the one man who 

dares to tell the truth is called at once a lunatic and fool.”  It’s as though, 2300 years ago, Plato saw the 

world of today; a world with same-sex marriage, abortion, and more than 50 genders, to name a just 

few things – in other words, a world where God’s truths have been hijacked and replaced with lies, which 

are being taught in society’s school of falsehood just as Plato said.  But as Christians we cannot buy into 

society’s lies.  We must hold fast to the truth.  We must live the truth and proclaim the truth.  We must 

set the world on fire with the truth, even though society doesn’t want to hear it, and even though the 

truth can cause conflict and division. 

 

We know the truth that marriage was designed by God to be a covenant of love between a man and a 

woman.  We know that abortion is an intrinsic evil.  We know that God created man and woman.  We 

know that contraception, cohabitation, and premarital sex deviate from God’s plan, and in fact degrade 

human dignity, destroy the family, increase the likelihood of divorce, and desensitize us to the sanctity 

of life.  We know these truths, and we must stand up for these truths, even when it’s uncomfortable.  I 

know people who have been screamed at, cursed at, threatened, and spit upon because they dared to 

defend the truth.  But if we believe the faith that we profess, then we need to be willing to stand up for 

it, even if it means people will want to throw us into the cistern.   And not just with these few issues I 

mentioned.  Anytime there is a conflict between our faith and the culture, we must be willing to stand 

up for our faith, stand up for the truth. 



3 
 

Chances are, something I just said makes you uncomfortable.  You might even disagree with me and 

wouldn’t mind seeing me tossed into the cistern.  But I was ordained to proclaim the truth.  In fact, by 

our baptism we were all ordained to proclaim the truth.  As followers of Christ, we are called to express 

our faith in word and deed by standing up for the truth, as given to us from Jesus, through the Church 

He founded and gave His authority to. 

 

That can certainly be difficult and uncomfortable to put into practice.  Society, and even some in our 

own government, don’t want to hear what our faith has to say.  There have been and will be attempts 

to silence us, to remove us from the public square, to marginalize us, belittle us, even attack us.  To 

throw us into the cistern for daring to speak the truth, like Jeremiah.  And not just society, but sometimes 

standing up for the truth might mean that our own friends and families…reject us, are mean to us, 

ridicule us, or even shut us out of their lives.  Jesus said there would be division.  But we must hold to 

the truth, no matter what. 

 

It’s not easy.  Like I said, there will be conflict, division, and suffering.  But the second reading reminds 

us that we should not grow weary of standing up for the truth or lose heart.  Jesus endured opposition, 

even to the point of the Cross.  The persecutions we might encounter are nothing compared to His.  He 

is seated at the right hand of God the Father in heaven, and He desires for us to join Him there.  So let’s 

persevere in running the race, living and proclaiming the truth; always keeping our eyes fixed on 

Jesus…who came to set the world on fire. 

 


