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Today we begin the reading of the Gospel of Matthew. During this entire year of 
2020 we will be turning to the gospel of Matthew for our reading. Today we pick up 
the story in chapter 4 where Jesus is about to begin his public life. He has been 
baptized in the Jordan, he went out into the desert for 40 days, he did his first miracle 
at Cana in Galilee, and now in the gospel today he makes a move from Nazareth to 
Capernaum. 
 
There is no gala black tie affair in a ballroom, no parade. But it is now that Jesus 
begins his public ministry in earnest. He appoints his 12 apostles, his innermost 
circle, and as the gospel says today, “From that time on, Jesus began to preach and 
say, repent, for the kingdom of heaven is at hand.” 
 
The first reading from the prophet Isaiah helps us to understand a little bit better 
what Jesus is walking into. The land of Zebulun and Naphtali had been overrun by 
barbarians eight centuries before. This place where Jesus was going was considered 
damaged goods. What good could come from there? It was a land of gloom and 
darkness overshadowed by death, oppression and hardship. 
 
We find this kind of story running relentlessly through the Bible. Again and again 
there are stories where the greatest light comes from the darkest places, where the 
weak and the most unlikely become the most powerful. 
 
Look at the story of Joseph, sold in slavery to become the most powerful person in 
Egypt. Look at David, the youngest of all the brothers becomes king. Look at the 12 
apostles themselves, all of them, the most unlikely people to become some of the 
most prominent people in the history of the world. Finally, Jesus, born in a manger 
and dying on the cross, yet, he is the son of God. 
 
Now I ask the question. What is your Naphtali and Zebulun? What darkness or 
gloom in your life needs to be dispelled? Maybe it is physical illness or some kind 
of worry about the kids or the job or what is going on in school, may be it is some 
injustice that you have experienced or some fear you have where a grudge that you 
hold or a failure that you have experienced. 
 



Whatever the cross is that you carry in your life, I invite you now to consider this: 
that whatever struggle you have may be the very place where new life and hope and 
joy will come. I often see this with married couples who have persevered through 
thick and thin and have emerged with the recognition that some of the most difficult 
times in their life were the times that ultimately grew into the deep love. 
 
Maybe you recognize the text in the first reading today. It is part of the readings for 
Christmas. The people who walked in darkness have seen a great light; upon those 
who dwell in the land of gloom a light has shone…. With the exuberance of 
Christmas let us embrace this today, this coming new week. Joy to the world. 
 
 
 


