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The story comes out of the huddle during the fourth quarter of the Super Bowl last 
Sunday. There was 10 minutes left in the game and Kansas City was behind 10 
points. Talking about quarterback Patrick Mahomes, it was said: 
 
“He seen it in some guys’ eyes, they were getting down, including myself,” said 
receiver Tyreek Hill, whose 44-yard reception on third-and-15 from the Chiefs’ 35-
yard line propelled the comeback. “I was like, ‘Man, how are we going to pull this 
off?’ And he was like: ‘you’ve got to believe, brother. Like the same faith you’ve 
had all of your career, you’ve got to believe right now. It’s going to happen, man. I 
can feel it.’ He brought the guys together, and you saw what happened.” 
 
You are the light of the world, not to be put under a bushel basket, but to stand on a 
hilltop so that all can see. I like to sit in this church at night when the lights are off 
and all the doors are locked. The sanctuary lamp becomes very bright to me, in fact 
that’s all I can see. I think about many of you and how beautifully God is working 
in you. I know that some of you would be surprised that it is you that I am thinking 
about. In so many ways I can describe our parishes as salt of the earth and light of 
the world. 
 
You are the salt of the earth. Salt is a mineral that is a basic ingredient in all that we 
eat. If there is no salt the food is left bland and tasteless.  
 
You are the salt of the earth. The salt makes all the difference. It is your Christian 
witness that spices things up and lightens up the world. By the quality and integrity 
of your life you are a lighthouse which brings calm and safety in the storm. Know 
the power of what you do and say. By our actions we either bring happiness or 
sadness to all who are around us. 
 
In contrast, it is very sad to think about the suffering and exploitation of people’s 
that goes on in the world. This happens when the salt is not there. When Christianity 
is weak, mediocre, and attenuated, the world becomes dull and listless. When 
mediocrity takes over, life is sucked out of life and we are left with a dreary void. 
 



You are the salt of the earth. You are the light of the world. These are no mere pious 
platitudes, rather it is a fact that shapes and molds your life, and the lives of those 
around you. 
 
I am reading a book entitled, ‘Love your Enemies: How Decent People can Save 
America from the Culture of Contempt,’ by Arthur Brooks. Simply put, the book 
calls us to listen to each other, especially to listen to people with whom we disagree. 
Last week I heard the Iowa caucuses described as an antiquated, outdated process. 
In other words, getting together and talking about issues has seen its day. Well, we 
all know that they ended up with egg on their face because their computers didn’t 
work. All this goes toward discrediting even more the process of getting together to 
talk and to listen. Love your enemies means to listen and give an attentive ear. 
 
As we gather together today to pray, to listen, to receive, may it serve to lessen our 
contempt and increase our love. As so beautifully put in our first reading today from 
Isaiah: 
 
“… removed from your midst oppression, false accusation and malicious speech: if 
you bestow your bread on the hungry and satisfy the afflicted: then light shall arise 
for you in the darkness, and the gloom shall become for you like midday.” (Isaiah 
58:10) 
 
Be careful not to blame the culture of contempt on one person or on one group of 
people. Contempt is endemic in our society. It is countered by the light of the world 
and the salt of the earth. You are that light. You are that salt. 
 


