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Before I ever knew that I was being called to the diaconate, I developed an interest in Catholic 

apologetics.  Now to clarify, apologetics isn’t where you go around saying, “I’m sorry for being 

Catholic.”  Apologetics is a theological science whose purpose is to explain and defend the faith.  

Because of my interest in apologetics, I love it when I encounter scripture passages that are 

clearly Catholic – or might I say “un-apologetically apologetic”.  We encounter a few of those in 

today’s first reading. 

 

The first is one you might have missed.  Philip (who is not the apostle Philip, but the deacon 

Philip), was in Samaria, proclaiming Christ.  He healed many people and cast out unclean spirits.  

When the Apostles heard that Samaria had accepted the word of God, Peter and John went there.  

Here’s where the Catholic stuff comes in.  The Samaritans had already been baptized, but the 

Holy Spirit had not yet fallen upon them.  In other words, they weren’t yet confirmed.  So Peter 

and John prayed for them and laid hands on them, and they received the Holy Spirit – they were 

confirmed.  Right up to today, the Sacrament of Confirmation includes the Bishop praying and 

laying his hand on the candidate, saying, “Be sealed with the gift of the Holy Spirit.”   

 

Then there’s the laying on of hands in general.  Father John, Deacon Mark and I, and all clergy, 

received the Holy Spirit at our ordination by the laying on of hands from the Bishop, who was 

ordained by the laying on of hands at his ordination, and so on all the way back to the Apostles, 

who conferred the Holy Spirit and apostolic authority on Matthias, the successor to Judas, by the 

laying on of hands.  The Baptismal rite and Confirmation rite both include the laying on of hands.  

In fact, at Baptism we are ordained, as it were, into the common priesthood of the faithful, and 

further strengthened for that role through the Holy Spirit by the laying on of hands at 

Confirmation.  

 

The last bit of apologetics I want to mention is a little more subtle.  Notice how Philip, as a deacon, 

was able to confer the Sacrament of Baptism on the Samaritans, but not Confirmation.  Peter and 
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John had to do that.  Some non-Catholics (and even some Catholics) argue against the hierarchy 

of the Church, saying it isn’t scriptural.  The first reading shows that there are different ministries, 

with different roles – or faculties – proper to each.  There is a hierarchy.  The hierarchy of the 

Church now is very similar to what it was then.  Like Philip, Deacon Mark and I can Baptize, 

although we only Baptize those under the age of seven, except in an emergency.  Exactly like 

Philip, we can’t Confirm anybody.  Fr. John can baptize infants and adults, and in certain situations 

can also confirm, with the Bishop’s approval.  But the ordinary minister of Confirmation is the 

bishop, the successor to the Apostles, the successor to Peter and John. 

 

So there’s your Catholic apologetics for the day.  Aside from these (hopefully) being interesting 

little tidbits about our faith, they also tie into Saint Peter’s direction from the second reading: 

“Always be ready to give an explanation to anyone who asks you for a reason for your hope.”  We 

all have a responsibility to know our faith so that we can explain the reason for our hope: our 

faith in Jesus Christ and the hope of eternal life.  But in explaining or defending our faith, we can’t 

just beat people over the head; Saint Peter reminds us to “do it with gentleness and reverence.”  

All of us, Catholics, non-Catholic Christians, non-Christians, even atheists, were created by God 

in His image and likeness.  Even in disagreement we should treat others with love.  And love… 

leads me to the Holy Spirit. 

 

Pope Benedict XVI once said, “The Holy Spirit has been in some ways the neglected person of the 

Blessed Trinity.”  I don’t think he meant that in an accusatory way, but we have more tangible 

images in our minds of Jesus and God the Father, both from Scripture and from art, so it can seem 

more natural to pray to them, because we can sort of “see” who we’re praying to.  But the Holy 

Spirit is intangible.  We don’t really have an image what the Holy Spirit looks like, but rather how 

the action of the Spirit is depicted: as a descending dove, tongues of fire, water, or a strong driving 

wind.  So I think it can be harder for us to pray to the Holy Spirit.  But Pope Francis says that “the 

protagonist of all Christian prayer is the Holy Spirit.  We can never pray without the strength of 

the Holy Spirit; it is he who moves us to pray well.”   
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Simply put, the Holy Spirit is the Lord’s love in action.  The sacraments were given to us by Jesus, 

but the action of the Holy Spirit makes them effective.  During the Eucharistic prayer, it’s not the 

holiness of Fr. John that makes the bread and wine become the body, blood, soul, and divinity of 

Jesus, but the action of the Holy Spirit working through him.  The Holy Spirit animates our faith 

and is with us and in us.  Somehow, every day, the Holy Spirit expresses the Lord’s love for us by 

working in us, or through others.  I think it’s easy for us not to recognize the actions of the Holy 

Spirit in our daily lives, and in that way, Pope Benedict was right about the Holy Spirit being 

neglected.  Don’t get me wrong: I don’t think we deliberately ignore the Holy Spirit, and I’m very 

confident that when we resume public Masses in a couple weeks, even though things will be 

different, we will all be very much aware of the Holy Spirit.  What a joy that day will be!  But do 

we recognize the Holy Spirit every single day?   In joy and in sadness?  In the boring, the 

mundane?  In isolation, self-quarantine and disrupted lives? 

 

The wife of a brother deacon regularly asks her youth group to share their “God Moments.”  The 

first time she tried this, the kids sort of looked at one other, not quite sure what she meant.  

Eventually a girl spoke up and shared a story about how she recognized the presence of the Holy 

Spirit in something that happened to her that day.  The other students started to catch on, and 

over the next couple meetings, everyone became eager to share their God moments. 

 

As we approach Pentecost, when the Holy Spirit descended on the disciples, and after which they 

went all over giving an explanation of the reason for their hope, I’d like to suggest that we all pay 

a little more attention to the Holy Spirit.  Make an effort to recognize those God Moments in your 

life.  Find some time in silence – not just quiet, but silence, free from physical and mental 

distractions.  Invite the Holy Spirit to stir in your soul, and be alert to his presence, every day.  

When you start to recognize those God Moments, thank the Lord for that reminder of His love 

for you; a love He desires to share for all eternity.  Let that be the reason for your hope, and let 

the Holy Spirit guide you in sharing that hope with others. 

 


