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I take the opportunity of the gospel today to address a statement made by Pope 
Francis which was published last week. He said, “Homosexuals have a right to be 
part of a family. They are children of God and have a right to a family. Nobody 
should be thrown out, or be made miserable because of it…. What we have to create 
is a civil union law. That way they are legally covered.” 
 
My first reaction to the statement is that Pope Francis has made a mistake. However, 
I have every confidence that he knows what he is doing. That is why he is Pope and 
I am not. I admire him for taking on this very difficult subject because frankly, after 
50 years of priesthood, I don’t know what to do about it. 
 
There is no doubt about it that there is a lot of pain and suffering going on out there 
regarding sexual identity. The LGBTQ group represents a segment of our society 
that has been largely neglected by the church. Within that group there is a large rate 
of depression and suicide. They are suffering and need our attention in ministry. 
Pope Francis is absolutely right that they are children of God. 
 
I have to be very careful, especially with young people who have declared 
themselves gay. I need to listen and to try and understand. Frankly my first reaction 
is to dismiss the claim that they are gay. It’s easy to be dismissive. Shake it off. Man 
up. My initial reaction is that their so-called coming out is a mistaken assessment of 
self. 
 
Typically they feel left out, on the margin, or ostracized from their friends and 
family. They feel different and confused and conflicted. By in large, these are 
experiences that everyone goes through to some degree or another in the process of 
becoming an adult. They are simply searching and the need acceptance and 
understanding and companionship and reassurance. 
 
Another dynamic that is going on with emerging adults is an aspect of rebellion. In 
a young adults search for identity there is an element of protest or anger because the 
world is not meeting their expectations, or their hopes have been dashed, or they 
have been exploited or betrayed. There is a strong desire on the part of all of us to 
have personal autonomy and to be our own person. In our age of so much miss 
information it is easy for a searching young adult to be swept into the LGBTQ 
community where they find some degree of acceptance and understanding and 



companionship. It is we, the church, that should be there where the searching young 
adult can feel at home no matter how erratic their search. 
 
Homosexuality is a disorder, it is an aberration, plain and simple. But how do you 
gain a person’s confidence when we are denouncing the idea that they have of 
themselves? The church has a reputation of being very condemnatory. It is true, that 
the disorder needs to be named. Only with an accurate diagnosis can there be genuine 
healing. 
 
In ministering to the young searching adult there are a couple of difficult situations 
in our society. 

1. Hyper sexuality. Everything is viewed in the terms of sex. An immoral movie 
would automatically be interpreted as a sexually explicit movie. If a person is 
deemed immoral, it is always interpreted as one who is sexually deviant. And 
then there is the exploitation of sex in advertising. 

2. The notion of male and female is so narrow. A manly person is considered to 
be one who is in control and dominating. A feminine person is considered to 
be demure, gentle, and loving. A boy is considered a sissy if he doesn’t exhibit 
these qualities. A girl is deemed a tomboy if she doesn’t conform to the narrow 
ideas of femininity. 

 
If two people of the same sex are living together, it is automatically concluded that 
they have a sexual relationship. That is simply unfair, inaccurate, and irresponsibly 
judgmental. 
 
St. Pope John Paul II addressed this issue in a series of 129 lectures given between 
September 1979 and November 1984. In these lectures he spoke about the theology 
of the body. He summarizes his talks in the statement: “the human body, and it alone, 
is capable of making visible what is invisible, the spiritual and the divine. Created 
to transfer into the visible reality of the world, the mystery hidden since time 
immemorial in God, and thus be a sign of it.” 
 
In speaking with someone who has declared themselves gay they have told me, 
father, you just don’t understand. Yes, I know. I am struggling to understand and 
have a better grasp of your struggle. I know, I do not understand. But there is 
someone who does understand. That is the one hanging on the cross, Jesus. And he 
is listening to you and you need to listen to him. 
 
There’s all sorts of other dysfunctions regarding the human body. Anorexia, 
pornography, drugs and alcohol abuse, women’s health issues, abortion, birth control 



obesity and all the health issues such as Covid and cancer, heart disease and diabetes. 
I could go on and on. How do we create an environment so that conflicted and 
confused people will turn to the church for comfort, strength, and guidance? 
 
There is a lot of suffering and pain, confusion and conflict out there. How do we 
lovingly, with care and understanding, guide a person to a sense of wholeness, 
goodness, and love? 
 
Pope Francis writes about the joy of the gospel. You shall love the Lord, your God, 
with all your heart, with all your soul, and with all your mind. This is the greatest in 
the first commandment. The second is like it: you shall love your neighbor as 
yourself.” What a joyful commandment to follow. 
 


