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We are in a sacred moment. At this Mass, on our Sabbath day, we come to church 
in prayer. We come to seek strength and peace and hope and to bask in the grace of 
God. We also come to learn and gain perspective, insight, to hear the word of God 
and to be sanctified with the Eucharist. We also come together as a community. It 
is reassuring and energizing to be here with one another, united in one common 
faith. 
 
We come into the church out of the storm. In the midst of war and poverty and 
violence, we come to church. The Supreme Court decision to overrule Roe versus 
Wade comes to the church too, and we need to talk about it. 
 
One very serious concern is that public opinion seems to highly favor abortion so-
called rights. It’s one thing to have abortion illegal, but what needs to be done is to 
inspire the heart and mind of America that abortion not only be illegal but 
unthinkable. 
 
Let us turn to our second reading today, the second paragraph: 
  “For you were called for freedom, brothers and sisters. But do not use 
this freedom as an opportunity for the flesh; rather, serve one another through love. 
For the whole law is fulfilled in one statement, namely, you shall love your 
neighbor as yourself. But if you go on biting and devouring one another, beware 
that you are not consumed by one another.” 
 
The emotional discussion that is going on regarding abortion is an opportunity to 
recommit ourselves to helping those who are in crisis. It is also an opportunity to 
stand up for family values. Particularly, the accountability and responsibility of 
fatherhood and the sanctity of marriage. Fidelity and commitment are essential to 
family life and for the well-being of our society. 
 
Uppermost in the public outcry these days is the abuse and exploitation of women. 
The dignity of women and the sacred role they have in motherhood is most 
violently violated when offering abortion as a quick and easy fix. Women and all 
of life is demeaned in this approach. Abortion is the epitome of the abuse of 
women and the father gets off Scott free. How convenient. 
 
It is perplexing that after all the advances in the knowledge of the prenatal process, 
so many people still hold to the thinking that the unborn child is less than a person. 



In the earliest weeks of pregnancy we can now see and hear the beating heart, 
identify the child’s own individual DNA, its own fingerprints and hundreds of 
other qualities that determine the character and personality of the unborn baby. 
 
I would like you to consider two children. One child, one year of age and another 
child, 16 years of age. The one-year-old will not have the maturity, the knowledge, 
insight, and abilities of the 16-year-old but consider, is there any difference in their 
will and desire to live? Both have an intense will and legal right to life. 
 
Now consider the unborn child, even less aware and less mature, nevertheless a 
child of its mother and father. Its desire to live is no less than that of the one-year-
old or the 16-year-old or any of us. The baby does not want to die. Neither do we. 
We want to live. 
 
The pro-abortion crowd uses a different vocabulary. The baby in the womb is a 
fetus, a tissue, and inanimate blob which magically, at birth, in an instant, turns 
into a person endowed with the inalienable rights of right liberty and the pursuit of 
happiness. What is the basis of that determination, of that arbitrary moment when 
the person becomes a person? I submit to you that it is based on an ideological 
self-serving philosophy that suits them. It’s convenient. 
 
I could go on, making the argument that the unborn child is a person. But, I don’t 
think that these arguments are going to help the situation at this time. There is a lot 
of hurt and pain out there. The church itself, abusive clergy, are part of that pain. It 
is love that heals, genuine love. And love is not some fickle feeling but rather a 
dedication and commitment to do all we can for the good of the other, especially 
the most beleaguered. 
 
One of the battle cries of the pro-abortion movement is my body, my choice. There 
are all sorts of instances where we have no choice over our body. There is an 
extensive pharmaceutical system that regulates the medicine that we can consume. 
We cannot choose to order any sort of drug for our body. It is not my body, my 
choice. You just can’t decide to order a bottle of OxyContin. We are all obliged to 
wear clothes. If you say my body my choice and you run naked down the street 
you will be deemed dysfunctional, it will be determined that you have a disorder, a 
self-destructive tendency, that needs to be treated. If you want to commit suicide 
there will be countless people who will oppose you. My body, my choice, is an 
irrational statement. You have no right to kill yourself or your baby. 
 



In the gospel today, our Lord minces no words. Jesus forces us to choose. Many 
say that they want to follow Jesus but then hesitate or want to qualify the 
commitment. Jesus says you cannot have both. Choose right or wrong. There is 
nothing in between. Jesus gives us this ominous mandate: “No one who sets a hand 
to the plow and looks to what was left behind is fit for the kingdom of God.” 
 
In speaking this way Jesus or the church are in no way enabling the abuser of 
women. On the contrary, this is a declaration of the depth of love to which we are 
called. 
 
This issue and many more cause us great anxiety and confusion. So let us again 
turned to the words with which I began the homily today: 
 
We are in a sacred moment. At this Mass, on our Sabbath day, we come to church 
in prayer. We come to seek strength and peace and hope and to bask in the grace of 
God. We also come to learn and gain perspective, insight, to hear the word of God 
and to be sanctified with the Eucharist. We also come together as a community. It 
is reassuring and energizing to be here with one another, united in one common 
faith. 
 
We conclude this reflection with the Gospel acclamation of today, “Speak Lord, 
your servant is listening. You have the words of everlasting life.” 


